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PREFACE

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 requires that Federal agencies identify and
consider the social, economic, and environmental impacts of proposed actions as part of their decision
making processes. NEPA also requires that Federal agencies provide information to the public and
regulatory agencies and consider their input when reaching decisions. This Environmental Assessment
(EA) has been prepared to satisfy these requirements, as well as other applicable State and Federal
requirements

Proposed Federal actions are classified into three different categories under NEPA. Actions that would
“significantly” affect the environment require preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
Actions that do not have a significant effect on the environment are typically called “categorical
exclusions” and do not require preparation of an EA or EIS. When the significance of impacts is not
clear, these actions require preparation of an EA to determine whether an EIS or Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) is the appropriate type of documentation. The proposed actions that require
the preparation of this EA for improvements to The Ohio State University Airport (OSUA) include: an
extended primary runway, improved lighting, new navigational aids, new taxiways, additional hangars,
and closure of one crosswind runway.

This EA has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) through Order 5050.4A, “The Airport Environmental Handbook” (USDOT 1985).
The EA provides a description of:

e The purpose of and need for the project

e Alternatives considered

e Potential environmental consequences

e Measures to mitigate possible adverse environmental impacts

The intent of the EA is to serve as a decision making tool to be used by local, State, and Federal officials
in evaluating the proposed development at OSUA.

This document has been distributed to local, State, and federal officials and regulatory agencies for
evaluation of the proposed development plans and is available for public review and comment.
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