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On platform by passing train

Source: Handbook of Environmental Acoustics, James P. Cowan, 1994

On sidewalk by passing bus

Maximum levels in audience at 
rock concerts

Air raid siren at 50 ft 
(threshold of pain)

Threshold of Hearing

On sidewalk by passing typical 
automobile

Busy office

Typical suburban area 
background

Library 

Bedroom at night 

Isolated broadcast study 

Leaves rustling

Quiet

Moderate

Very Loud

Uncomfortable

4 x as loud

32 x as loud

1/4 x as loud

1/16 x as loud

16 x as loud

Loudness

Compared to 70 dB

Sound Level (dB)Common Sounds

Typical airliner (B737) 

3 miles from take-off (directly 
under flight path)

Just Audible

Typical Sound Levels


